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Background
1. Essential research for the development and application of innovative solutions in health is among the
least developed of the 11 essential public health functions, according to the findings of a 2002 evaluation
in the Americas. The indicators used to evaluate capabilities of planning in public health research scored
particularly low in most countries.1
2. Research is crucial for development and for improving equity and public health. Functional national
health research systems are needed to enable countries to develop and improve public health, to address
the know-do gap, and to deliver innovative solutions that improve health and equity.2,3 This is particularly
relevant in poor- resource settings, where every expenditure is important and resources cannot be wasted
on ineffective or unsafe practices.
3. The Mexico Statement on Health Research about Knowledge for better health: Strengthening health
systems, issued at the Ministerial Summit on Health Research in Mexico City in 2004, listed strategies and
actions needed to bolster national health research systems that address the needs of countries through the
production of scientific research and the use of its results for informing decisions for health.4

Progress since the Mexico Ministerial Summit 2004
4. The 58th World Health Assembly acknowledged the Mexico Statement and issued Resolution 58.34
inviting different stakeholders to act. WHO has coordinated the response, including the technical
cooperation addressing the issues raised in the Resolution, with its Global and Regional Advisory
Committees on Health Research and Regional Offices.5
5. PAHO has coordinated the response to Resolution 58.34 in the Americas and aligned its technical
cooperation and expected results with those of WHO, as reflected in the Pan American Sanitary Bureau’s
Strategic Plan 2008-2012. 6
6. Ministers of health and other high-level stakeholders have committed to strengthening national health
research systems and developing strategies to improve the systematic use and production of research
evidence that informs decisions for health and equity. This is reflected in the Health Agenda for the
Americas 2008-20177, participation in consultations and debates, and the organization of technical and
ministerial networks.8
7. PAHO has participated in and organized regional consultations for defining WHO’s roles and
responsibilities in health research and preparing WHO’s research strategy. PASB/AMRO is preparing a
research policy, in consultation with its Advisory Committee on Health Research, that would complement
WHO’s research strategy. It will undergo a round of regional consultations and will be submitted to
PAHO’s Governing Bodies for consideration in 2009.

8. Specific initiatives are in place to build public confidence in scientific research; broaden access to
published and unpublished research; facilitate the use and production of research that informs health
policies; strengthen national health research systems and research ethics; make the most of scientific
knowledge, and address the unfinished agendas while preparing for new challenges. Examples of
initiatives that respond to these calls include the development of the International Clinical Trials Registry
Platform Search Portal and the regional implementation strategies9,10; the Evidence-Informed Policy
Networks (EVIPNet)(11); the Evidence Portal12; and the First Latin American Conference on Research
and Innovation for Health.13
9. Leaders in the areas of health and health research, policy makers, and other key stakeholders have
attended sub- regional meetings to discuss strengthening national health research systems, human
resources for health, funding and other issues, including how to build on existing partnerships and
consultative and working bodies.14, 15
10. To respond to this challenge and develop capacities, expertise, collaboration, and regional networks,
PAHO is aligning its technical cooperation with PAHO/WHO Collaborating Centers, regional networks
and strategic partners.

Preparation for the Bamako Ministerial Forum 2008
11. The Global Ministerial Forum on Research for Health, which is scheduled to take place in Bamako,
Mali, in November 2008, will serve as follow-up to the Mexico Ministerial Summit. We encourage health
authorities to use this opportunity to protect past achievements and focus on the commitments made in
response to Resolution 58.34 of the World Health Assembly, geared towards strengthening national health
research systems.
12. Within the framework of an encompassing primary health-care strategy, the Ministerial Forum is an
opportunity to identify and address unfinished agendas, such as neglected diseases, the unmet Millennium
Development Goals, and health inequities; to improve health systems, and to implement simple and
effective strategies that would improve the life of populations and promote development.
13. The Ministerial Forum is also an opportunity to identify new challenges, such as environmental
changes, emerging diseases, new technologies and their unexpected effects, as well as to set new
standards, face emerging ethical dilemmas, develop tools to account for research and improve the
governance and stewardship of research for health, and respond to new developments in the areas of
innovation and intellectual property, such as the Global Strategy and Action Plan in Public Health,
Innovation, and Intellectual Property.16
14. We believe that the significant progress that has been made during the past four years should be
protected and that the development of a response to World Health Assembly Resolution 58.34 should be
evaluated.
15. We invite the parties involved in strengthening the national health research systems, especially the
health, science and technology, and educational sectors, to coordinate comprehensive proposals leading to
the strengthening of health research.

16. We propose that the implementation of the PASB’s Strategic Plan 2008-2012 and of the agreements
reflected in Health Agenda for the Americas 2008-2012 move forward.(6)(7)
17. This consultation will involve different actors and will be extended to several fora and virtual meetings
in order to enrich it and to complement the conclusions reached at the First Latin American Conference on
Research and Innovation for Health. Based on these consultations, a regional contribution will be prepared
for the Ministerial Forum in Bamako, to be submitted to PAHO’s Directing Council for consideration in
September 2008.
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Please send your comments and contributions before 28 august via E-mail to the following:
E-mail address: Bamako2008@paho.org
You will find more up-to-date information at www.paho.org
or
http://devserver.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=211&Itemid=211

