
1. PAN AMERICAN SANITARY CODE1

CHAPTER I

Objects of the Code and Definitions of Terms Used Therein

Article 1. The objects of this code are:
(a) The prevention of the international spread of communicable infections of

human beings. 
(b) The promotion of cooperative measures for the prevention of the in-

troduction and spread of disease into and from the territories of the Signatory
Governments. 

(c) The standardization of the collection of morbidity and mortality statistics
by the Signatory Governments. 

(d) The stimulation of the mutual interchange of information which may be
of value in improving public health and combating the diseases of man. 

(e) The standardization of the measures employed at places of entry, for the
prevention of the introduction and spread of the communicable diseases of man,
so that greater protection against them shall be achieved and unnecessary hin-
drance to international commerce and communication eliminated. 

CHAPTER II

SECTION 1. NOTIFICATION AND SUBSEQUENT COMMUNICATIONS
TO OTHER COUNTRIES

Article 3. Each of the Signatory Governments agrees to transmit to each of
the other Signatory Governments and to the Pan American Sanitary Bureau, at
intervals of not more than two weeks, a statement containing information as to
the state of its public health, particularly that of its ports. 

The following diseases are obligatorily reportable:
Plague, cholera, yellow fever, smallpox, typhus, epidemic cerebrospinal

meningitis, acute epidemic poliomyelitis, epidemic lethargic encephalitis, in-
fluenza or epidemic la grippe, typhoid and paratyphoid fevers, and such other
diseases as the Pan American Sanitary Bureau may, by resolution, add to the
above list. 

3

1The code was signed in Havana, Cuba, on 14 November 1924, at the VII Pan American Sanitary
Conference and ratified by the Governments of the twenty-one American Republics (see Appendix I).

The Code was amended by the Additional Protocol to the Pan American Sanitary Code (1952),
to abrogate Articles 2, 9, 10, 11, 16 to 53 inclusive, 61, and 62, which were extracted in full infra.
For a complete text of the Code, please refer to Publication 193 of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau
(March 1943).
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Article 4. Each Signatory Government agrees to notify adjacent countries and
the Pan American Sanitary Bureau immediately by the most rapid available
means of communication, of the appearance in its territory of an authentic or
officially suspected case or cases of plague, cholera, yellow fever, smallpox,
typhus, or any other dangerous contagion liable to spread through the intermedi-
ary agency of international commerce.

Article 5. This notification is to be accompanied, or very promptly followed,
by the following additional information:

1. The area where the disease has appeared. 
2. The date of its appearance, its origin, and its form.  
3. The probable source or country from which it was introduced and the

manner of introduction. 
4. The number of confirmed cases and number of deaths. 
5. The number of suspected cases and deaths.
6. In addition, for plague, the existence among rodents of plague, or of an

unusual mortality among rodents; for yellow fever, the Aedes aegypti index of
the locality. 

7. The measures which have been applied for the prevention of the spread of
the disease and its eradication. 

Article 6. The notification and information prescribed in Articles 4 and 5 are
to be addressed to diplomatic or consular representatives in the capital of the
infected country, and to the Pan American Sanitary Bureau in Washington, which
shall immediately transmit the information to all countries concerned. 

Article 7. The notification and the information prescribed in Articles 3, 4, 5,
and 6 are to be followed by further communications in order to keep other Gov-
ernments informed as to the progress of the disease or diseases. These commu-
nications will be made at least once weekly, and will be as complete as possible,
indicating in detail the measures employed to prevent the extension of the dis-
ease. The telegraph, cable, and radio will be employed for this purpose, except
in those stances in which the data may be transmitted rapidly by mail. Reports
by telegraph, cable, or radio will be confirmed by letter. Neighboring countries
will endeavor to make special arrangements for the solution of local problems
that do not involve widespread international interest.  

Article 8. The Signatory Governments agree that in the event of the appear-
ance of any of the following diseases, namely, cholera, yellow fever, plague,
typhus fever, or other pestilential diseases in severe epidemic form in their terri-
tory, they will immediately put in force appropriate sanitary measures for the
prevention of the international carriage of any of the said diseases therefrom by
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passengers, crew, cargo, and vessels, and mosquitoes, rats, and vermin that may
be carried thereon, and will promptly notify each of the other Signatory Gov-
ernments and the Pan American Sanitary Bureau as to the nature and extent of
the sanitary measures which they have applied for the accomplishment of the
requirements of this article.

SECTION 3. MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY STATISTICS

Article 12. The International Classification of the Causes of Death is adopted
as the Pan American Classification of the Causes of Death, and shall be used by
the signatory nations in the interchange of mortality and morbidity reports. 

Article 13. The Pan American Sanitary Bureau is hereby authorized and
directed to republish from time to time the Pan American Classification of the
Causes of Death. 

Article 14. Each of the Signatory Governments agrees to put in operation, at
the earliest practical date, a system for the collection and tabulation of vital sta-
tistics which shall include:

1. A central statistical office presided over by a competent official. 
2. The establishment of regional statistical offices.  
3. The enactment of laws, decrees, or regulations requiring the prompt report-

ing of births, deaths, and communicable diseases, by health officers, physicians,
midwives, and hospitals, and providing penalties for failure to make such reports.

Article 15. The Pan American Sanitary Bureau shall prepare and publish stan-
dard forms for the reporting of deaths and cases of communicable disease and all
other vital statistics. 

CHAPTER IX

The Pan American Sanitary Bureau: Functions and Duties

Article 54. The organization, functions, and duties of the Pan American
Sanitary Bureau shall include those heretofore determined for the International
Sanitary Bureau by the various international sanitary and other conferences of
American Republics, and such additional administrative function and duties as
may be hereafter determined by Pan American Sanitary Conferences. 

Article 55. The Pan American Sanitary Bureau shall be the central coordinat-
ing sanitary agency of the various member republics of the Pan American Union,
and the general collection and distribution center of sanitary information to and
from said republics. For this purpose it shall, from time to time, designate rep-
resentatives to visit and confer with the sanitary authorities of the various Sig-
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natory Governments on public health matters, and such representatives shall be
given all available sanitary information in the countries visited by them in the
course of their official visits and conferences.  

Article 56. In addition, the Pan American Sanitary Bureau shall perform the
following specific functions:

To supply to the sanitary authorities of the Signatory Governments through its
publications, or in other appropriate manner, all available information relative to
the actual status of the communicable diseases of man, new invasions of such
diseases, the sanitary measures undertaken, and the progress effected in the con-
trol or eradication of such diseases; new methods for combating disease; mor-
bidity and mortality statistics; public health organization and administration;
progress in any of the branches of preventive medicine; and other pertinent infor-
mation relative to sanitation and public health in any of its phases, including a
bibliography of books and periodicals on public hygiene. 

In order to more efficiently discharge its functions, it may undertake cooper-
ative epidemiological and other studies; may employ, at headquarters and else-
where, experts for this purpose; may stimulate and facilitate scientific research
and the practical application of the results therefrom; and may accept gifts, bene-
factions, and bequests, which shall be accounted for in the manner now provided
for the maintenance funds of the Bureau. 

Article 57. The Pan American Sanitary Bureau shall advise and consult with
the sanitary authorities of the various Signatory Commissions relative to public
health problems, and the manner of interpreting and applying the provisions of
this Code. 

Article 58. Officials of the National Health Services may be designated as
representatives, ex-officio, of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau, in addition to
their regular duties, and when so designated they may be empowered to act as
sanitary representatives of one or more of the Signatory Governments when
properly designated and accredited to so serve. 

Article 59. Upon request of the sanitary authorities of any of the Signatory
Governments, the Pan American Sanitary Bureau is authorized to take the nec-
essary preparatory steps to bring about an exchange of professors, medical and
health officers, experts or advisers in public health of any of the sanitary sci-
ences, for the purpose of mutual aid and advancement in the protection of the
public health of the Signatory Governments.

Article 60. For the purpose of discharging the functions and duties imposed
upon the Pan American Sanitary Bureau, a fund of not less than $50,000 shall be
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collected by the Pan American Union, apportioned among the Signatory Gov-
ernments on the same basis as are the expenses of the Pan American Union. 

CHAPTER XII

Existing Treaties

Be it understood that this Code does not in any way abrogate or impair the
validity or force of any existing treaty, convention, or agreement between any of
the Signatory Governments and any other Government. 

CHAPTER XIII

Transitory Disposition

Article 63. The Governments which may not have signed the present Con-
vention are to be admitted to adherence thereto upon demand, notice of this
adherence to be given through diplomatic channels to the Government of the
Republic of Cuba. 

Made and signed in the city of Havana, on the 14th day of the month of
November, 1924, in two copies, in English and Spanish, respectively, which shall
be deposited with the Department of Foreign Relations of the Republic of Cuba,
in order that certified copies thereof, in both English and Spanish, may be made
for transmission through diplomatic channels to each of the Signatory Govern-
ments.
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2. ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE PAN AMERICAN
SANITARY CODE (1927)1

The ratifications of the Pan American Sanitary Code shall be deposited in the
office of the Secretary of State of the Republic of Cuba and the Cuban Govern-
ment shall communicate these ratifications to the other Signatory States, which
communication shall constitute exchange or ratifications. The convention shall
become effective in each of the Signatory States on the date of ratification
thereof by said State, and shall remain in force without limitation of time, each
one of the Signatory States or Adherent States reserving the right to withdraw
from the convention by giving in due form a year’s notice in advance to the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Cuba.

1Approved ad referendum by the VIII Pan American Sanitary Conference, held at Lima, Peru,
from 12 to 20 October 1927.
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3. ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE PAN AMERICAN
SANITARY CODE (1952)1

The Representatives of the Governments Signatories to the Pan American
Sanitary Code, being duly authorized by virtue of the full powers which have
been accorded to them and which have been found to be in good and due form,
sign the present Protocol, in the name of their respective Governments, in the
English, Spanish, Portuguese, and French languages, on the date and at the place
appearing below their signatures.

Article 1

It is agreed to abrogate Articles 2, 9, 10, 11, 16 to 53 inclusive, 61, and 62 of
the Pan American Sanitary Code, signed at Havana on 14 November 1924 at the
VII Pan American Sanitary Conference, all of which relate to international traffic.

Article II

Henceforth, any periodic amendment that it should be appropriate to make in
the titles, sections, or articles of the Pan American Sanitary Code shall be the
responsibility of the Pan American Sanitary Conference; for any such amend-
ment to be valid, the provisions of the Constitution of the Pan American Sanitary
Organization2 shall be carried out.

Article III

The original of the present Protocol shall be deposited with the Pan American
Union, which shall transmit certified copies to the Governments for purposes of
ratification.

Article IV

The present Protocol shall be ratified by the Signatory States in accordance
with their respective constitutional procedures. The instruments of ratification
shall be deposited with the Pan American Union, which shall notify the Signa-
tory Governments of such deposit.

9

1Adopted Resolution XLVI by the Directing Council at its VI Meeting held in Havana, Cuba,
from 15–24 September 1952.

2Renamed “Pan American Health Organization” by decision of the XV Pan American Sanitary
Conference, September–October 1958.
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Article V

This Protocol shall become effective on the first of October 1952 for those
States which ratify this instrument before the said date. It shall become effective
with respect to the remaining States on the date of ratification thereof.
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